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To all thole who have newly Embraced 
the Church of England, eſpecially whom 
I have lately Baptized in this City ; fome 


brought up by Quakers, others amongſt 
Anabaptiits. 


tion of the beſt and happieſt Conſtitution in the World; whoſe 
Articles areſound,C anons andDiſcipline eaſy ; whoſe Sacraments 
are of our Lords own appointing ; whoſe Ceremonies are but few,and thoſe 
Decent ; whoſe Orders are Apoſtolical, and Guardians watchful ; whoſe 
Prayers are truly Divine, and Preaching from the Word of God, not 
from the Whims or Policies of Men;this Church admired by the Learned, 
even amongſt its Enemies, deſired an4 prayed for. by all the truly Pious 
abroad, deſpiſed and negletted at home only thro? the P ejudice and great 
Unhappinels of Education in ſome,and Willful Ignorance in others, this 
Church,you now are become Members of, at your Earne#t deſire, & (as I 
thank God,I have very good Reaſon to hope) after a due preparation. As 
for this Diſcourſegis properly yours; twas prepared for you,and thit with 
« Plaineſs anſwering rhe Honeſty an4 Importunity which you diſcovered 
in your Requeſt both to underſtand and enjoy this holy Sacrament. And 
thus 10 do] found convenient if not noon to me very tempting;not 
0n!y as a Curate converſant with people, who (bleſſed be God ) have had 
the good Effett of convincing and informing ſome,who thought themſelves 
MW 7 : But becauſe alſo of rhoſe odd Notions and ſtrange Enthuſtaſtick 
Fancies which you formerly were, and others ſtill are teized and exetiſed 
with, from their unteaching Guides ; which inſtead of Comfort have im. 
proved to the Ruin of their Proſelytes. Among the many proofs of thi, 
Fat 


T'. the Howour of our Eſtabliſhed Church to carry the demonſtra- 


To the Reader. 


that ſad ſtory of the deareit Relation of one of you, will not yet be forgot- 
ten wha under great perplexity T4 thoughts from ſame ſtrange Doitrines 
amazing and diſturbing him, when he apply'd himſelf to his Teachey to 
inſtrutt and affiſt him, that he might find Peace und Comfort, receiud 
from bim only this Anſwer, Go Home, and get Faith. Which was 
fo far from eaſing his Troubled Mind, that he immedig ell diſtr a- 
Ged,was obliged to be tyed and Bound in his Bed,aud lived abdut a Week 
in that dreadful condition, and then was relieved only by Death. 

But our Church, as it has no ſuch Unintelligible Diſtratting Notions, 
nor Unmerciful Tyranizing Diſcipline ; (o you receive this, containing 
the trae Chriſtian Doftrine of it , diſcovering the Bowels of the Mercy 
. and Love of our bleſſed Savioar, the Head of it ; and Publiſhed at the 
Requeſt of you,and your choſen Witneſſes, I hope for your Benefit,and the 
Bezefit of thoſe who are yet Ignorant of the Excellencies of now your 
Church, and miſled by Crafty and Defigning Men. 

And therefore, as when or gireety| yon, Jo in this Sermon,1T attended 
to the moſt eaſy,familiar,and apteſt Expreſſions to inform you ; uſing 1» 
Comments and Expoſitions, the beſt Aathors,and ſometimes alſo(becauſe 
Feould pot do better jtheirown words ; Endeavoaring to keep true 19 the 
Orders, and excellent Dcftrine of our Church, as every Faithful and 
Honeſt Man ought to do. ; 

That the Honoar of God, «nd Intereſt of the Charch,night be advan- 
c+d; and that you and others may be bettered by this, and at laſt all our 
Souls Saved, is the Prayer of, 


Your Faithful Friend and Servant, 


In the Cauſe of God and the Church, 
Kichard Holland. 
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T ben Peter ſaid unto them, Repent, &- be Baptized 
every one of you,zu the Name of jelus Chriſt. 


"HH E Occafion of theſe words was this : 

| St. Peter , with great Earneſtneſs, had juſt 

Nemonſtrated to the Fews, the great Glory of 

Chriſt : Who. tho' He was taken by wicked 

hands, Crucified and Slain ; yet did He Riſe again, 

thereby making a perfect, Conqueſt over the Grave,and 

all the Powers of Darkneſs; and entering upon his Go- 

vernment,as He 1s appointed an everlaſting King,whoſe 

Dominion endureth from Generation to Generation, to 
take Vengeance ofall His Enemies, 

Of which theſe Men of [ſrael, having from the Apo- 
ftles words.clear Conviction, they ſtop their Mouths;(for 
before they did but Scoff at the power of Godlineſs; ) 

| | their 


69") 
their Minds are now perfectly changed, they are very 
ſenfible of their evil condition, were prick'd at their Hearts, 
and with great Importunity and torward Earneſtnel; 
apply themfelves to the Apoſtles for Relief, for Com- 
tort,” and Advice, in theſe extraordinary thoughtful 
words, Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do ? 

It may not be amils to take notice of that part of 
St. Peter's Sermon that Introduces all this, and cauſed 
ſo ſuddain an alteration in thoſe Jews. 

He very plainly argues the Meſtas,and proves his Re- 
ſurreftion ; beginning ver. 22, Ne Men of Iſrael, hear 
theſe words, Jeſus of Nazareth,a man approved of God among 
you, oy Miracles, and Wonders, and Signs, &c. And here 
he tells them how barbarouſly they had dealt with the 
Son of God, and their own Meſſias : And then he brings 
to their remembrance ſome of the Prophecies of David, 
and explains them, particularly of His Reſurre&ion, 
That His Soul was not left in Hell, neither did bis Fleſh ſee 
corruption. Again, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou 
upon my right hand, until I make thy Foes thy Foot-Stool. 
1 his he proves David to ſpeak of Chriſt, not of him- 
ſelf, v. 29. whoſe words may admit of this Comment : 

< Some amongſt you, perhaps, may conclude theſe 
© Prophecies to belong to David, and not to Feſus : I 
*know you had a good value for that Royal Prophet,and 
ff he deſervd it, beingthe Man after Gods own heart,bleſ- 
« ſed of and bcloved by Him : But let me be ſo free and 
« plain with you,as to adviſe, that you muſt not give to 
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(3) 
&« himi that is due to the Mefras. The thing duexy 
« truly declare it ſelf ; and this Prophecymneither agrees 
{© with David, nor any other Prophet or Patriarch. As 
« for David, you all know well enough that he Dyed- 
©« was Buried, and never came to Life again ; his Sepult 
© chre is with us to this day ; there 1s nothing 1n it bur 
* dry Bones and Duft, and no fign at all that he eve, 


<« after Revived. And all this David knew very well, 


«* that he ſhould fare like other Men ; Dye, be Buried, 
« and molder to duſt in the Grave : Therefore he ſaid 
*10ne of thefe things of himſelf : but being Inſpired of 
* God, he knew that Chriſt ſhould be Born of his Line 
{© and Family,be a moſt glorious King,andReign for ever. 
* Andfinceit isplain that this Feſas,this Son of David, 
<« did not fit upon his Fathers Throne : he muſt therefore 
* mean ſome other Kingdom and Throne, and he does 
«* expreſs it to be ſuch an one too,as ſhall have no End. 
* Now hecould not fit on this Eternal Throne, he could 
* not Reign in this his EverlaſtingKingdom,if after having 
* once ſubmitted toDNeath,he had not come to Life again. 
* He therefore is riſen from Death to Life,on purpoſe 
*to enter upon this his ' Government, to fit upon this 
* glorious Seat, the Seat of the Eternal Father, the 
* Lord both of Heaven and Earth. 
* And all this David himſelf ſpoke of, and what he 
* ſaid ſo long ago,is now come to pals. This ſame Jeſus 
* Dyed, You Crucifyed him, and he lay ſome time in 
**the Grave, but did not Putrehe there, making good all 
| B the 
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« the Prophecies of him : For he roſe again tv take 
© his Government, to enter upon his Kingdom. And we 
« are Witnefles of all this; we ſaw him, have Ear, 
© Drank and Convers'd with him, fince his Reſur- 
« re&ion; and we are not, we cannot be Deceiv'd in 
* him ; we knew him well in Perſon and Voice ; and 
* beſides, we ſaw and felt his wounded Hands and 
* Side; and many others alſo can teſtifie the ſame, who 
* faw and heard him as well as we. 

* And this very fame Feſus whom ye flew and hang: 
*ed on a Tree, thus raiſed up by the Power of God,we 
* alſo ſawaſcend into Heaven : And he, having pro- 
*miſed toſend to us the Holy Gho$ from thence, has 
* now performed that too, which you cannot but own 
*.by this evidence which you now ſee and hear, thoſe 
© ſeveral Languages we now ſpeak, which betore we 
* knew nothing at all of, we never were bred up in. 

* By all this it is very plain, That this ſame Feſus is 
* advanced to His Kingdom ; is now Lord over all ; is 
* the very Meſias promiſed in the Prophe ts, whom ye 
© look for ; and who will -moſt certainly one day. take 
© Vengeance of all his Enemies. 

This ſurprizing Relation, carrying with 1t ſuch De- 
monſtration and Evidence, \touch d.them to the quick, 
who had conſented to the thing, and: who had. acted in 
the Crucifying of Hin; being fearful therefore ' now, 
and apprehenſive of their great danger ; and that they 
were ſoon to be brought under His Foot-ſtoo), they,cry 

out 
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out for help, they intreat the Apoſtles to relieve thew, 
they have no Patience, hit begg as for Life, Men and 
Brethren, what ſhall we do ? EY i 

The Apoſtle 15as quick, has a Remedy at hand for 
them, Repent, and be Baptized every one of you, inthe 
Name of Jeſas Chriſt. 

There are ſome excellent Leffons in this Sacred Hi- 
es which, before we proceed,[ ſhall but juſt mention, 

The Apoſtle here charges the whole body of the Fews, 
and eſpecially all the City of Feruſalem, with that bar- 
barous Murder of their King. Ye men of Iſrael (fays he) 
both High and Low, Great and Smal}, "cis you that by 
wicked hands have Crucified and Slain the Holy One. 

He could not but know that the Soldiers moſtly were 
the Executioners : But che whole Nation being Guilty ; 
he charges all in general with it ; thoſe who Conſented 
to it, as well as the Actors, and thoſe who with mighty 
Clamours cry'd out, Crucify Him, Crucify Him. 

We have indeed a Record ot one not to be forgotcen, 
a Good Man and a Juſt. who did not conſent to the coun- 
ſel and deed of them ; St. Luke 23. 51. 'was Foſeph of 
Arimathea, who took worthy care of the Corps alto, 
whoſe Humanity therefore 1s Honourably noted, But 
for the body of the Fews, they were all Guilty, as well 
as the poor Heathen Soldiers: 

St. Peter then teaches us, I hat in Preaching the Gof- 
pel of Chri$t, thefirſt thing muſt be to Convince Men of 
their Sins, to charge them home with them, and bring 

B 2 them 


them to a general acknowledgment thereof, For, as no 
Phyſician knows well what to do with that fick Patient, 
who conceals, or diflembles his Diſtemper : ſo, nor can 
Chriſt profit any whow1]l not be brought to a true ſence 
of their Sins. 

For which reaſon Chriſt calls himſelf a Phy/ttian, and 
ſays, That He came to Heal the Sick ; and again, Not for 
the Juſt, but to call Sinners to Repentance. And the Ofhce 
of the Holy Ghoſt, He ſays, is to Convince, and to Accuſe 
the World of Sin. And in his laſt words to his Diſciples, 
when he commands them to Preach Repentance ; to En- 
courage them, he immediately joyns thereto Remiſſton of 
Sins, St. Luke 24. 47. 

Nor does the Apoſtle ſeem to charge the Mobb gnly, 
the common Rout of Crucifiers, but their Captains too : 
Tou, ſays he, who by wicked and unjuſt hands have ſlain,$&c. 
Judas 1n the firſt place, once the Diſciple and Apoſtle of 
Chriſt, but now their Leader, and whodeliver'd him to 

them ; ſo the High Prie$t,and all the Colledges of Scribes 
and Phariſees,who. corrupted Judas,and gave him Mony 
for his part in the Fact : Pilate too,who ſt in the Em- 
perours Seat, and gave the unjuſt Sentence againſt Him, 
to gratify the importunity of the People ; Herod alſo,in 
whoſe power it was to let him go, who inſtead chereof 
Mock'd Him, and ſent Him back to Pilate : All theſe, 
tho never fo Great, who were guilty as well as thoſe 
common People who cryed out, His Blood be upon us,and 
on our Children,the Apoſtle boldly charges, notwithſtand- 
ingtheir Grandeur and Authority. Tho? . 
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Tho' by ſome it might have beenefteem'd no leſs than 
Treaſon, to charge the Government with Unrighteouſ- 
neſs and Injuftice in their Sentence : yet he plainly does 
it, without that wretched Fear,and thoſe fawning Hopes, 
which too oft Tempts Men, even in good things, to 
Prevaricate. 

And this 1s the Duty of every one who comes from 
God : for,a Miniſter is a publick Perſon ; an Ambaſſador, 
and that from the Almighty : and his Bufinefs is to tell 
his Maſters Mind, to deliver bis Errands, diſcover his 
Truths and Pleaſure only : and not to ſew Pillows un- 
der the Peoples Arms, not to bolſter them up. in any of 
their Errors, 

And tho* thus to do is ſomewhat Irkſome,as the Pro- 
phet Feremiah complains, Wo is me that thou haſt made 
me a Contentious Man, and a Man that ſtriveth with the 
whole Earth, &c, Fer. 15. 10. Tho' it appears uneaſfie, 
and troublous to thwart the Inclinations of Men,and diſ- 
charge them of their own Humours, yet we find it plain- 
ly intimated 1n their Commithon, ſo the aforeſaid pro- 
phet Fer. c.1.v.28. For behold, I have made thee a. Defenced 
City, and an Iron Pillar, and Walls of Braſs again the 
whole Land, against the Kings, againſt the Princes, againſt 
the Prieſts, and againſt all the People of the Land. 

In the next place, this Honeſty and plain Dealing in 
the Apoſtle, had very good effe&. upon theſe Fews : 
they were Pricked at the Heart : they were ſenfible how 
il] chey had done: they own'd their Evil Congitior, 
and looked out for help. This 


This is the beginning of true Reformation; to be deep- 
ly imprefled with theirGailt and Danger,o be-reallyap- 
prehenfive both of their Folly,and Deſperate Condition, 
borh of their want of a Saviour,and Miſery without him; 
this will ſoon make the Sinner cry out with David, / 
have Sinned, I acknowledge my Faults, and my Sin is ever 
before me, Pſal..51. 2. And this Senſe of his Condition 
will Encourage him to call for relief, to ask Countel 
how to get out of ſuch a dreadful Condition, to cry out 
in good. earneſt, What hall we do to be Saved? 

Again, We ſeefarther the good Nature and Faithful- 
neſs of the Apottle, who as ſoon as they had diſcovered 
the extraordinarineſs of their Concern and Miſery,does 
not in the leaſt delayor diſpute their Cure : He does not 
put them upon-any Coſtly and Troubleſome thing to 
Atone their Sin; neither does he Upbraid them for 
their mighty Cruelty to the Bleſſed Feſus,nor refle&t any 
more on what 1s paſt,thetr long Negle& or Careleſneſs ; 
but looks forward, helps them 1n Earneſt,tells them the 
cnly,and that an eafie and reaſonable Remedy; comforts 
therefore their Hearts directly, keeps them no longer 
in Sulpence, hides not their Cure, but ſays, Repent, and 
be Baptized every one of you, &C. 

You ſee how proper this Subject is for our preſent 
Diſcourſe, having juſt now receiv'd Perſons into the 
Pale of the Church, who formerly were trained in 
Errors, and by the Authority of Relations kept from 
this happy Call, 
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And fince by their Earneſt detire they have now En- 
joyed this blefled Sacrament,that as ſoon as convenient- 
ly can be, they may be admitted to the other, let one 
word firft be premiſed, concerning the holy Sacraments, 
and their Number. 

Sacraments are the outward means wherebyGod does 
Repreſent, Exhibit,and Seal to us our Redemption. And 
they are called Signs,andSeals,and Badges, and Pledges 
As Signs,they repreſent the great performances of Chriſt 
for us under Viſible Elements ; Water repreſents his 
waſhing away our Sins ; the Bread Broken, and Wine {| 
poured out, repreſent his Body Crucified, and his Blood | 
Shed for us. Thus are they Tokens and Monuments of 
his Love, truly Signs of Heavenly things. 

By themGrace is exhibited and; conveyed to the faith- 
ful, Pardon enſured, and Favour and Reconciliation 
obtained. 

They are the Marks and Badges of our Profeffion : 
they are our Lords Livery,, by which all we his Ser- 
vantsareknown and diſcoyer.d to belong to him : they 
proclaim us tobe his Right and Property : ſo that all the 
World may fee.and know what a Mater we have, in 
whole Service. we are Engaged, and whoſe Favour and 
Protection, we ſhall be.ſure always to Enjoy, 

Arid they are Pledges alfo, or Pawns of his'Care and 
Mercy;they are ourSecurity of Heaven,and the ground 
of our Hopes and 'Confidence in God.. For, there is 
an holy Contratthetwixt God and us ;, Obedience is our 
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part, Salvation is his ; and by the Holy Sacraments, as 
by Deeds and Indentures, is our Happineſs conveyed, 
made over, Seal'd and Deliver'd to us. 

If we would be Saved then,it muſt be by theſe means, 
and if we refuſe theſe means,the Pledges of his Love,the 
Badges of our Profefſion, the Securitzes of our Happi- 
neſs: we Rob our Souls of Heaven, we exclude our 
ſelves from Salvation. 

Not that God cannot fave without them, For his hand 
is nx ſhortned, but they are the ordinary Means, and 
appointed Inſtruments, by which he has promiſed to 
convey the Merits of Chriſt tous, and commanded. us 
this way to' receive them. 

 Willfully then to Negle& them, or to Want them, 
when they may be had, is perfectly to deſpiſe God, and 
caſt aſide his Ordinances. 

As tor theirNumber,they are but twoztho' theChurch 
of Rome has Eſtabliſhed more, yet the Ancients never 
acknowledged anymore.Nay,one of the greateſt amongſt 
the Romaniſts, confeſſes itin theſe Words : "Tis a com- 
mon feceiv'd ſaying among$t us Catbolicks, That all the. $a- 
craments did flow out of the Side of the Lord, but thence only 
Iſſued out Water and Blood; Water,as tne matter of Baptiſm ; 
and Blood, of. the Euchari$t ; and thence concludes, that 
properly there 1s no tore. - *Fhus Cardinal Richlieu. 

Trueit is, that the Sacraments ſtriftly and properly 
taken for Seals and Badges of our Profeſſion, they are, 
and theChurch never acknowledgedanymorethantwo, 
and thole of our Lords own Ordaining. The 
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ns .Inſtruged 19.9 = wel nepal e, 

are as INN Ek Nobl ae our Pio 
feſlion, the higher Cordials of Be: My |; we then come 
to be 3nd to, the. A452 Table, that Holy Chriſtian 
Alcap;. at the & Hoper-op f all,. the 1 moſt Honorable 
Blace.in Gods > wg e, po Royal Scat apd Throne of 
the Bleſſed Where Injoying him in thoſe' his 
appointed, E ua in.their Seaſon, during the Courſe 
of our Lives, with Honeſt, Faithful, and Repenting 
Heaps WC ſhall perceive the conſtant refreſhings.ob a 
good Conſcience. and oyous. Heart, and at: Jaſt be 
Tranſlated to the Ever afting Arms of our Bleſled Sa- 


"9B Ss Enj jag: .2N the higheſt Heayens. . 


olg Holy Sacraments is our Province: 
poly ich, we hal A hitle more 
2 particularly , 


4 j* : 
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ks. Ah i 


cularly confider!: + LEY The Neeeffity” 
pat e Qualifications f61r,) 4#'The fever Daitics' 


of it, 
we uk] Engaged't m' by i it, 5 The extraordinary Benefits 
ant Adyani NT OIPSULS LO 

Þ.. weft ch e atdire of} tiforr. PRE) always « afidin! 


ne Faw «that'whett ny Profelyre Was Reteiv'd, 
ogroe Admittedi = the © Chiireh, they were wont. 
to Th: Cove 1 Waſhing denoting their Leavin 
off, ym 0 alive awiy a raptor ye P 
Jarions prey nh Ne ood Heithen Pradtifes*” Nay, 
ewifh X Ny ck not only Profelytes, and 
red? ek mide: from Heatheniſm, but alſo the 
Natwal Fews RA were initiated by thefe three 
things, Cirtn, fr, Baptifm, and Sarrifices.”" 

AS this was the cuſtom. amongft the Jews, {o it pleag'd 
the Eord of Life, the Author and Finiſher of our Farth, to 
appoint, That whoſoever ſhould at any time he receiv'd 
= "His Family, adinjtred i Ni Hs Houſe and Fellow- 

ſhip, ſhalt be-r Eceiv'd by. this'very: Fame Ceremony and' 
Element of Watr; and the Holy Ghoft has order'd this 
Form of words, I Boptize thee in > the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy —_ 

Baptiſm then' is the'Door, by which we enter into 
the viſible Church of Chriſt; and 1t is adminiftred to 
Beginners | in Chriſtianity, who are Initiated by Water, 

This is done by D:ppirg, or Sprinkling, tor the word” 
ſignifies both, and our Church thakes the 'XQion Tydiffe- 
rent ; leaving it to Diſcretion, and to be regulated by 
Charity. Dipping 


5 OE of. - HM: 

* Dippitig wa fiſt in ufe in tor.Counttries, and where 
the greateſt part were well grown People: But when the 
Goſpel was ſpread into colder Climates, as ours, Sprink- 
ling only was thought ſafficient. Arid fo does the wil- 


dom of otir Chucct conduge, That if 5 Sppopfuof Wine 
in the other Sactament, be as ſignificarive of the whote 
Maſs of Chriſt's Blood, as a greater quantity ; then a few 


Drops of Water may be a repreſentative of Waſhing, 
as bo a, River. And this rinKling, perhaps, the 
Apoltles theinſelves uſed, exes. In thats Nor Conntfis, 
ſince we Read of them' calfing ſomerimes for Witer 
in Houſes, to Baptize new Converts, A&s 10. 47.” 
'Tis tobe done in, the Namt of the Father, and of the 
Sor,, and of the Holy Ghoſt” Tatimating, That what the 
Miniſter does, is not of himſelf, or on his own head; but. 
in the Name and Power, by the Command and. Com- 
miſſion of the whole Trinity; God the Father, God the'Sop, 
and:God'the Holy Ghoſt: 'And this Obbiging the Perfan 
Baptized to own, 1. The Glorious Trinity of Peffons, 
and conſequently the whole Creed, in the words ofthe 
Church Catechiſm, to Believe in God the Father, who made 
hiny and all the World, 2. In God the Son, who Re- 
deem'd him and all'Nankind; That.is, who was pleaſed 
- to undergo the Wrath, of His Heavenly Father, and all 
thoſe Scourges due to our Sins, that we might be free 
from Sin and Sorrow, the power and danger of Dearh 
and Satan. 4. Tn God the Holy Ghoſt, who Sandifſes Vim, 
and all the Ele& People of God; That is, who CO 
an 


;Duegs. = vip! bo ConfareandRefghge 


WAYS of 
hy Cor ona eg Mpepoy 42 


2dly.. Hs: yields himſelf an abſolute Proſelyre to bu 
be, of it, .« Fip kgs OFT. Th ts PIPST, 


Wr 


tak 
TS , hs ant Kg to 80D, rh e-Rul S and os 
bes the emands of- Fee his new. M ter,, 3s. Alvaye 


ready, fb e Fe Guided, by þ Pi ; 
Rae gle Tif} ſpatch off E2., Pies _ ops 
Him Pr Sib willing Diſciple of-this rinty: 


Now this Water, and 2a Words, is Bite the Foe, 
or the' Outward part of. Pei, And t Fil havea great 


0iog in. them, which is called, the 


Tk Sin, is only meant leaving it off, waſhing away all 


Pollutions, getting clear of them, out, of the Power and 


Demis ion of them, The Apoſtle allo « Is it A nickening 
T; whe were e dead in Treſps ſſes ecand Sins. "An St. Jobs 


s It, Owercoming of the W, orld. 


; For "nothing makes a Man more a Slave than Sin : 


er betrays Men more to Seryitude , then livin 
Fa; Ack thing. elſe but Sin can Dominect: He then Gi 
OYETc 
of AA and Enj joys the beſt po... 
ow. very. plain. appeass rhe meaning of.z Ne: 

bi ts Kiehurouſneſs an {ih Born of of Go oſs New 

ſo frequently 1 in, Scriprure; whuch 1 1s only.our ords 
- ruſt Enabling” 


F> 1900 -l7 nt 


ea mvard : \bein 4A 
woe th to Sin, an LY new Barth to Righteouſneſ neſs; By Dy. 


es it,-is a brave Commander, is truly Maſter | 
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(17) 
Enabling. of-us t9 Lae-Religiouſly, and-A& Honehily'3 
Tobaweons Conwesſation:bere ti) Simplicity, and Godly-Sitix 
cerity ; "aud to keep. onr Conſciences void of Offence. both. 20% 
wards God and Man:;; So we-prove our ſ{clves Members 
of Chriſt;, and he, will. plentifully..beſtow upon-us the 
Proyifigns of his Grace aad/Favgur, that is, Mercy and 
Peace, and Pardon of Sigs here; and Eternal-Life & Glory 
hereafter. come now to'the Second thing, To Conſider 
the Neceſſity of Bapt;/ar : The Word' is here, Be Bap- 
tied, every ane of you. and this, is, if, you have a mignd-to 
be Sed, Beſides Wangltin36 John's Golpel;c: 3s v-:53 
Teſt «s himſelt ſays, Except a\May be Borw of Watet,, and of 
the Spixit,he cannot Enter'mio;the Kingdom of God.: That 
15, excepta Man be Boxn-again by; the eftectual, working 
of Gods. Spirit, as by, the Author of this. New-Birth;;aud 
(m the ordinary courle of Gods. Proceedings (in; his 
Church) by the Water of Baptiſm, as the Sign appointed 
by Ggd., jn the Sacrament '.of .our Regeneration,.he 
cannot /enter, into the Kingdom, of Heayen. |, Therefong 
he ſays again,,v; 7. Let not. this ſeem. ſo, ſtrangea thugs 
Marvel not that 1 ſaid unto! you, Ton. muſt, thus, be, Borg 
9g4jn,,, And.I thigk, that Chriſts own, words, with ſuch 
# Condition, that withour jt, they ſhall: nog obtain Hedr 
ven, 15enoughtto urge the Necellity ofthis Holy Secrammnt; 
.. What.then do they do.? W Jn RT 2 _ 
2 withbardoed Confidence, and. willful Qbftinacy,an 
Faro rank, keep, themielves rand, ther Chudptt 
ag 91, | | 
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(1s) 
Great Grace, and ſhut themſelves out of Hearweny Gate? 
They are indeed in a moſtdreadful Condiron;who tho' 
Lieb become into the World; will Love Darkneſs rather 
than Light; and bereave both rhemſelves and off-ipring 
of thar Happineſs, and thoſe 'miphity favours-of God. ' 
What Value have theſe'Men for Gods Command, t6 
take the Sign and Seal of bis Cormenant of Grate vo bis Peo- 
ple, ard their Seed, throughout all Generations ? | 

© What Valne- have they for Jeſus Chriſt, _—_— 
the ſame, when he ſent forth his Apoſtles and appoin 
them to makeall the Nations Diſeiphe, and to' Baptite 
them all in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ? 
Which they did thro” all the World, where they came. 
But more dreadful ſtil] is it, that the Men of this Per- 
ſwaſion; are generally fo Stubborn and Reſolute, as to 
be in Danger of never Repenting and Returning to the 
Church: Some indeed, by the blefling of God, and a 
pood: Diſpoſition, have led the way; miy the reft of 
them Speedily follow; arid let not that'Fate and Doom 
of #/Reprobate, which is to be of ſtrong Dehifion, and to 


its Impatarion,any longer reſtiponthem. T am thirdly to 
ſpeaktothe qualification for this Holy Sacrament; Which 
15 Repertence: | Repent and be Baptized. 'Repettrance is 
that that re-enftates ns in Gods Favour, afjures pur Hap- 


pinels, and makes Joy in Heaven. We all know 
ever we. 


ves, ta be Foolsand Vile Sinners ; and when 
ſhall beÞronght to'oar Senfes) to ackhowledge' otit Sit 
Ek and 


Believe a Lye,(the worlt of all Judgments) ler not that; or ' 


(9) 
and' Folly; wethall AG hke'Men, aud make our-{glves 
af 'the Number of thoferhat God will accept; chat Chrift 
came to-Save and Dyed for, and moſt certaialy will 
Receive into. his Everlaſting Arms, when he {hall came 
again to make” ap: his: Jowels. 

' But: our Repentance/vwft be. made up of theſc Parts, 
1.There-mulſt be a Senſe'of Sin,2.An Hearty Sorrow for 
it,3.A free Acknowledgementand Canteflion of it, 4.An 
utter Abhorrence” and tor{aking of at. ; 

1: There muſt be 'a Scale of Sin; if we would 'Hear- 
rily Repent of it. Thatit is Abominable; the Bratt of 
the Devil, that that God Hates, the thing that the never 
can or will Endure to behold with:thelcaſt Approbatian. 

That at really grieves the bieticed Spirit;/that it Cru- 
cifies the Lord of Lite afreſh, and puts Him to an open 
Shame; and that it made Him, who 35 the Jame Tefterday, 
40 Day,andl for ever,to alter his Decreesconcermng;Man, 
and -Cancel that Covenant of Unmtenupred Happineſs. 

Of ſo/Miſchievous! Natureir-1s, /thatit:rurn'd Angels 
into Devils; 'Men into Beafts; and Tumbled:them down 
from Life:to the'Grave, from/a';Lbroneto-aiPriſon, from 
Heavenjand:s Tittero nevetsceafingJoys;to Hel, and rhe 
afſurance-of Erernal Torments.'\ This'ts:Sin, andrthus we 
muſt acknowledge it to be exceeding Sinful. And then, 

2. We muſt proceed to Godly Sorrow tor it: We miſt 
Hetrnily bewuil 6, expreſs ſenſibly'our Diflatisfatiicn 1n, 
andDiflike-ofoie; and that from' a'trae: Apprehenſion 
of its own 'Vilends;anmtthatmoft:wietched Folly, that 
betray'd us into jt. D And 


aA ee OOO 


(a) 
> And'this/ Sorrow mult be riot:only becanſe/we | have 
brought out ſelves'into great Danger, contracted Guile, 
and wronght our'own Ruin: But becauſe alſo we have 
dealt fo. .Ulnkindly/ and Ungratefully, with. 1o- good a 
God: Becauſe we have provoked: ſo Compaſlionate- a 
Father, lighted fo- Gracious a Redeemer, -and:; quench'd 
the Motions of,and grieved ſo Bleſſed a SanCtiftier. Thus 
ſhould we abound 1n Holy Sorrow, with reſpect both 
to our God and.ourſelves; for our God; that we have 
thas Baſely; Preacheroufly; and Ungratefully,. done as 
Mmuch'as in us lay; to the very-Dethroning of Him ; as 
well: as for. our {elves, whom this filthy Sin has ſunk into 
fo 'wrekrched. a Condition: - 1 | 
-1;:2. 1fwerwould perfetonrRepentance, we muſt truly 
acknowledge and confeſs our Sins, not Hide them, nor 
Palltate 'and Excuſe them, not Stifle and Endeavour to 
,put/them" out -of our Minds, but ro own 'them, and 
our:ifelves for Sinners. Pong) la 
When ever we deſire to enter the Temple, when ever 
we prepare to return to our Fathers Houle, and there 
hope to'be:Receiv'd and Wellcom'd, we cannot do:bet- 
*#er,;then take to our ſelves the Words of the old repen- 
ting Prodigal; and ſay, Father I have finned againſt Hea- 
wen, and before thee, and am na more wortby to be called 
[Thy Sor, St. Lake 15. 21. 
.1: [Thus freely ſhould we expoſe our Yileneſs, acknow- 
:3edger'onr: Tranſgrefitons, and that we! have worthily 
delerv'd Gods Wrath; that we bave added Sin to- Sin, 
Treaſured 


— — 


— ——— 


Mole be (org nerens appar cyetl rohice of oe Heares, 


Treaſuged, our  Vices, and Aggravated, them wich the 
moſt hcightening Circumſtances. |" e 09092 
And who knows then, burat our Meeting, as the tet? 
der Father, in the Goſpel receiv'd his Rebellious Son," 
ſo our Heavenly Father will receive us alſo, forgive tis, 
and. Enthrone, ys 1n his Kingdom. CIT SY 
And here that I be not. Miſunderſtood, let me higt 
to you the Excellency of our Church, in this paftica- 
lar. We are not obliged. to an exa&t Diſcovery of every 
Seeret of our Hearts to. Men of Cunning and Arr, and 
yet of Iike Paſſions with our ſelves; which is the At- 
bitrary management of other Churches and Sets; by 
which the poor People are yall to be Ruin'd on Fatth, 
their, Secrets. being extorted, and they thereby expoſed 
to the ſhock and prey of Cruel and Unreaſanable Men. 
But our Church requires Genera] Confeſſions only, ch 
as ſhe has provided; as, We have. Erred and Strayed Jos 
thy. ways ſhe loft Sheep, we have followed two much 'the 
Dewices and Deſires of our own Hearts, we have off enidetl 
againſt thy Holy Laws, &c. , Save in the matter” of 
Scruples; and then alſo it is order'd with that Eafe and 
Security for the quicting of the Conſcience, and relie- 
ving the troubled Mind, as to Demonſtrate the Diyipity 


.of the Conſtiturion, and that Holy Spirit which c6t- 
terr'd the Direfions. to firm 


- All this have faid is of our Church and Publick, Con- 
Feſſigns; but for our Private ones, thoſe inour Cloſets, we 


fo 


L 
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to Confeſs and Bewail Wy; Particular of our Sins, t6 
our God ; ſo he that ſeeth, he,that beareth in Secret, wilt 


reward openly; we ſhall not fail then'of Pardon and 


Forgiveneſs, if we add that. thar's next ta be Copfider'd 


to make up our Repentance, .and that \s, 


| A Forſaking of all our Sins, and an utter abhorrerice 
of \ $44 ery pe He that CT and Forſaheth, 
it rs that ſball find Mercy. Would we then perfect our 
Repentance, and be truly Welcome ta our Lord and 
Sayiour 1n His Houſe and Family? Thus we muſt do; 
Confeſs, and Forſake; own our former Follies, and re- 

olye upon a new and better Life;. promiſe to our Lord 
more Faithful Obedience, and then take Care to per- 
formit, . reſign up our ſelves intirely to the Will of God, 
and then indeayour, to walk, with him all the Days 
of out Lives. | 

_. So ſhall we be truly Wellcome toour Lord now in this 
Sacrament, and ever afterwards in his Houſe; fo ſhall 
we Enjoy the Comfortable Preſence of the blefied Spi- 
Tit here, and even the Lord of Life in that Spiritual 
Banquet, the other Sacrament. And when theſe Earthly 
Services and Mexcies ſhall fail ns, we ſhall recerve Eter- 
nal Comforts, -be pollcſt of Bleſſings Unſpeakable and 
full of Glory; {6 ſhall none of our former fipfuf Aﬀions 
ever riſe againſt us, to Accuſe or, Condemn vs, or, our 
Cooſciceera tg affightps ; butin Peas and icehe ina 
Sedate and, Calm Compoſure. of Spirit, we ſhall ar laft 
xc{ign our Souls into he bande ot S842 ET am Fila 
bope of a joyful Reſurre&;jon. I am now in the 4. Place 


Ir nnnnn—— — ——_y— — 


C23 
4. 'Place to confider the feretal Diteies we'#6Ftig- 
ged in by our Baptiſt; inil theſs-#he txa@hy Tet own 
in our Caen, when we Vow and Promnife;1. ToRe- 
xonnce the Devil dad — his Works, the' Pomps' ard Ve- 
roars 0 og EA Poe a5" _ all 'the Fil Luſts 
ſb. Thi three patty? The 1.To/R&- 
fan ro Devil and oe ks alot y this the Church 
BE underſtands Regoupeing of i He Gods, att 
alſe Worthi 
The W od at the coming of arituons, #4 ft 6 
Idolatry; and thetefore'it was very prope __ all thoſe 
that were ny ro engage ih, and be happy By y the be- 
nefits of the true Ri ie Ang — to Reniounce 
abſolurefy; All the Det !h Tonpus, 


but in Hate alſo; not cal Pfeſion but"tet Adion, 


As we are not to believe in 7 ay, Devotion'toan Idol; 
ſo, nor are we toact ny of thoſe e braitiſf'V Ularges which 
took. up the AI gr f thofe Tdolatrons Heathiens: © As 
we arc Fe to canfult Witches and Devik, ſo. nor miſt 
we have. ſuch low and mean apprehenſions of God and 
His wiſe Providence, as to'fink our Hearts, and faffer 
them to be betrayed to any baſe and unfawful :Compli- 
ances: And therefore, mote efpecially'by the Worke of 
the Devil here, was meant thoſe abominable Vitlanies 
(the Apoltle favk s) not to be Named among Chriftians' ; 
which KEY Aa ita! pr aſe of thoke Heathen Tdafutors; 

and for whi Ib PN bay dgtnents hve for- 


merly been br (Fur the Facrh? erin Fire aiidl\ Brim- 
| ſtone, - 


24 
flonequpon, particular Cities;famous for thoſe Brueglities 
Nren tin. Ds lege; of, Water pg SH ES 
'Byr, belides thole, there are other that; may- propef- 
lyibe called. the Works, of the, Devil; being ſuch he _ 


Jrghws in;and is el Diners in tin oy Amon | 
pon Þ Prids; that 11 TOs abirous Deli Ire ol 
made the” firlt- oF vi oe him from : an Em- 
Pire in Heaven, to the inferoal 4byſs of Hell; ſuchalſo 
is Lying; for he is called a Lyar, and the. Father of /it, 
$t. by. 8, $ho? Such.alſa is. S$landering, for he is famauſly 
alſocalled the 4 ccuſer of the Brethrez ; ſuch alſo,is Malice \| 
and Enwvy, being hateful, and bating one ana Theſe are / 
the proper by oi; him,. W Py Wt the Scriprure calls a 
Mandorr drop fs og ing: h, alſo, 15 all, Plea- | 

ſure; , Coptentedueſ: clight, it "Sim. aud "Encouraging 
and: Tempting pe ag to commit 1t ; all theſe are truly | 


and. 6 py ed cal the Hork: of the Dew/1l. 
ad part. of ws, To Renqunce the Pomps 
Ang Fanities of this; ric! ed by By theſe were meant 
formerly ſome Villanous and mf PDE Sports of the 
Heathens, which we now thanks be to God) know no- 
thing, of; and as it, reſpetts us, may be underſtood by 
them moſtly.all: undue and finful Compliances with any 
of the things of the World; whether they be Kiches, 
or Pleaſures, or Honours, whether i it be Megt, or Drink, 
or Apparel." hobgr, at hk ; or $port, A, Ioploynen; 
.Qr: inderd; apy. jnardinate gl T. py « of theſe 
| Earthly, things.Noyr, many gf alt (Rs as they 


are 


” 


$ | 
—— e;wheg well ufed ; ſo when. kbuſc, they. be: 
come "5/5 'Pomps. /and' Vadities 6f this; World;;and 
to be Renounced. 'F 

The third: part of the // ow, is to: Rewoieiey all the Si- 
fad. Luſts of the. Fleſb., that. 18,-all:Kile: Aj ectiong, and. 
Beaftly Huntours, and Greedy Craving; $ha Conquering 
of which is'true'Self Denydl, and Mortsfeeation, the great: 
Duty of the approaching Seaſon; which I have _— 
vour'd to/inculcata ta you,;and which you. will-kaye ma- 
ny  opportuitics of improving, intheknowledge.: of, du- 
ring Lezt-\ And fo come 'to-the -': 

Second part of the Vow and Promiſe, which. is; To 
Believe all the Articles of our Ghriftian Faith; , which con- 
fiſts not only in: the being reghtly aiforard. i an the, Ars 
ticles of, our Faiths, in| Learning, Badeationring. to Vin-. 
derſiand,and giving full Conſent 'unto- them; hur(which 
perfeQs. and compleats bur FaithYin Living accordingly, 
undoing the things; that Will. prove,and. well. Demons 
ſtrate our. \Faithus, And nc. 3m explain this. 48 
the Apoſtles Creed ; When' I ſay,]. Believe in God the Fo 
ther Alarighty I muſt Honour A Revexence Him, as my 
God; Love.andQbey Him, a4 artender Father, Fear,and 
Own Himjascheis Almighty \Makeeaf Heaven aud, Earth, 
Here I nulſt attribute: the Glory of-all the, Works ofthe 
Creatian-torHim; admire his great Love in afoaper 


catihg Being to-49 A gs — Conus ge .him gl 
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over/the World.”-Ar the ſame rate wemuſb renders 
Praftiſe, all the reft of the rider. of tur, Berth ;- and 
ſo doing is truly Believing of them. The third part of 
oarVow and Obligation in Baptiſm, is, That we Keep Gods 
Holy Will and Communds, and: walk it the ſane, all the 
Diys of ow? Dives: By which'is meant; \thattiwe will 
make it our Bullnefs,/abmuth as ib us lies; to walk av- 
cording to the DireQion of Gods ways; that we/ will 
nſe ont beſt Endeavoursts work tis Riglitcouſarſs, and 
apply var -felves with 'iall Diligence and Care to" the 
diſcharge of all the feveral Dacics of onr' Lives: 

That we will not Praftifſe Holinels by Fits and Starts 


only ; aflowtime for Devorions and Holy Datics, when 


wehive tiothing elſe to-do; as'is tos amuch the Pradile 
of fore Betthiat-our whole Life ſhaſb be one-continu- 
6d At of Honeſty ard Piety; and we always will En- 
deavour to grow in Grace, Dang in the Krowledge and 
— r Saviour; ſub Ohr 5 tharwe willlkeep true 
dairrited © th eld; wn our pool! Fight, and 
ab Conrſe;and herpthe Faith: Prabwihedar all this 
Labour will not-be'in Vain, bat chic we ſhall peceivean 
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